National Women’s Day at the Owl House!
(As related by OHF Custodian, Georgina Skota)

In South Africa we celebrate National Women’s Day on 9 August. The Camdeboo Municipality, which also governs the village of Nieu-Bethesda, decided that Nieu-Bethesda was to play host to this year’s celebrations for the whole district. Mrs. Georgina Skota, one of three custodians employed by the Owl House Foundation, was asked to be the organiser and to select a catering-team to look after the physical needs of the celebrants for this special day.

Mrs. Skota, dressed in an appropriate black and white zebra striped outfit, said “It was a desire of my heart to start the celebration with a prayer in front of the Owl House, and it so happened that Mrs. Edna Pears opened the event with a prayer.” 

Asking her what exactly the aim with this specific celebration in front of the Owl House was, Georgina answered, with her well-known warm and friendly demeanour, accompanied by a big white smile, “… to let everybody recognise and consider the value of a Woman, no matter who you are and where you are.”

Auntie Ntemi, as she is also known amongst her closest friends and immediate community, entertained and enlightened the crowd with a history of Helen Martins. “She was a very extraordinary person who lived a very simple lifestyle, but has become the most famous and the most celebrated Nieu-Bethesdian on earth. Not so many years ago this little village was unknown, but Miss Helen has put Nieu-Bethesda on the map. The village not only developed into a fascinating tourist attraction, no, today it has even become one of the top museums in our country.” 

With great enthusiasm Auntie Ntemi continued “Miss Helen has left something ever so precious for South Africa as a whole and of which we all can be very proud of.”

When asked how she felt at the end of the day, she radiantly replied, “We are proud and very greatful that the day was blessed. Every item was a success, and here I am especially reminded of the three ladies connected in one way or the other with the Owl House. They are Phumeza Fuzani (our clerical assistant), Oldred van Rensburg (a fellow custodian), and Julia Malgas (granddaughter of the late Koos Malgas, Miss Helen’s co-worker).”

“You know, these three women gave all the glory and blessing to Helen Martins. Said they, ‘We shall call you Nomelisizwe (She who stands for the nation), because you have sacrificed your happiness, you have starved to create jobs in Nieu-Bethesda in order for some to realize their talents. You have inspired others to stand up and become self-employed. We thank you; in our eyes you are very great!’”

And, in this elderly custodian’s own words, “That was the message.”


